The Four Stages of Harlech Castle

extracted and augmented from
Harlech Castle and its True Origins(ISBN 1-899376-88-7)

For over a hundred years it has been asserte#iénbgch castle was one of the wondrous new castles
constructed for Edward | by his great engineer,t®tatames St George. A close examination of the
contemporary records would show that this asseda®s not stand up to scrutiny. Harlech rock had
a long history before Edward | arrived there aretéhshould be little doubt from the evidence that a
castle stood there before this time. It is thgpse of this paper to briefly review one or twoextp
of these statements. The evidence as a wholedeasstudied in the above book in far greater detalil
Early in the twentieth century it was decided tHatlech castle was founded by Otto
Grandison (c.1238-1328), a captain of Edward | 282307), who led 560 infantry led to the virgin
site in April 1283. This assertion has been festdo the extent that it is now claimed that
‘recognition of the strategic importance of the situst be credited to Sir Otto Grandison, marching
north from his capture of Castell y Bete’ The assumption that the militarily unimportartcCand
his relatives of Savoy then dominated military depenents in Wales has been held as a truism ever
since, but as ever there is little evidence to libelgrandiose claims. The evidence of Otto’s
foundation of Harlech castle is based upon a sidgteiment held in London which states:

Payment to Lord Otto Grandison for the sustenaf&60 foot with him advancing from
Castell y Bere to Harlech, £20 through tatly

All this actually tells us is that there was a plaalled Harlech during the Welsh war of 1282-838 an
that it was important enough for Otto to go therthwroops after the fall of Castell y Bere. We
know that on 22 April 1283, Earl William Valence Bémbroke, captain of the king’s army of South
Wales, and Roger Lestrange, captain of the kingis/af the Marches, were besieging Castell y
Bere and that the fortress surrendered under tidmmee days latér. It is therefore likely that Otto
reached Harlech - some sixteen miles from CastB#ne - about the end of April 1283, with perhaps
Otto and his small force striking through the maums while Roger Lestrange took the easier route
to Cymer abbey and Abereithon where he looted Prirtpwelyn’'s good$. Whatever the case, Otto
did not stay long at Harlech, for by 10 May 1283n@s with Edward | at Llanrwst

According to the twentieth century ‘historical’ @emts about Harlech castle these entries
refer to the beginnings of major fortificationstla¢ site. Yet this view simply does not standap t
scrutiny of the evidence. At all the rest of thgw Edwardian castle sites a very different pietis
drawn. At Caernarfon the first thing done wasdbeding of brattishing to enclose the site. The
same is true of Rhuddlan, Flint, Builth and ConWwayo why was this not thought necessary at
Harlech? Instead a few stoneworkers and sawyears sent certainly after Otto had quit the site.
This hardly implies a major scheme of fortificatioRurther, stone-cutters and the quarrymen would
appear to have been paid between 1s 3d and 23 8&yas shown from detailed receipts surviving
at Harlech from 1286. The men sent in 1283 seenave received 6d per day, much more than the
general 2d per day of a stonecutter, but way ess the shilling a mason might have expected. This
strongly suggests that they were either experiestmteworkers or quite lowly masons or that there
was one mason and nine stonecutters or some seakdawn of wages.

" Lynch, F.Gwynedd, A Guide to Ancient and Historic Wales [1995], 169.

"2 The reference is found in the controlment rolpafments made to soldiers in Wales by W. Nottinghzaoatum domino Othon
Gradisono ad sustentacionem DIx peditum secum euncium de Castro de Bere usque Hardelach £20 per talliam, TNA. C 47/2/4. The £20
would have lasted 560 penny a day infantrymen ke vinetars for no more than a week.

" Littere Wallie, preserved in Liber A in the Public Record Office, ed. J.G. Edwards [Cardiff, 1940], 189-90.

" Extent of Meirionydd, printed in Archaeologica Camensis [1867], 185.

"Calendar of Various Chancery Rolls: Supplementary Close Rolls, Welsh Rolls, Scutage Rolls, 1277-1326 [1912], 271.

S Taylor, A.J.,The Welsh Castles of Edward | [1986], passim.



When we compare what was going on at Conway andch@den at this time, the implication
that a castle was being built at Harlech grows eveaker. Just looking at ditchers and wheelbarrow
men working in the ditch and quay at Caernarfothenyear 1283-84 we find at least several hundred
men at work daily. Where are these workers at Harlech? Even watsere are the payments for
iron and steel, charcoal, cord, bellows, wheelbasra@arthorses, and tools? How could work
progress without these? Similarly the delivergtmine by sea to Caernarfon from diverse places
from 15 January 1285 to 14 October 1285 cost £44dparently land based deliveries of stone,
brushwood and sand cost a further £140 5s 4%dartech castle was really being built in 1283-85
where was the stone to build it brought from ang wias it never accounted for or even paid for?
This is an especially important question rememlggitiat Harlech castle ditch was not even begun
until 1285. It has been argued that the recordeede deliveries to Harlech have simply been lost:
‘of their extent and cost we have no precise kndgég®. If this were the case then where are the
entries for the total expenditure in the pipe @llEhey have certainly not been lost and greatteffo
was expended to make sure that all costs were atabior; as has been seen by the account of the
deceased William Luda made up in 1291 many ye#es his death. The idea that thousands of
pounds of expenditure and payments to works hamplgidisappeared does not make sense,
especially without even a mention of a roll of parars that occurs again and again for other eastl
sites in this building period.

To get around this insuperable problem of the mgsbuilding records for Harlech, which
could only have occurred in 1283 and 1284 as we k@& records from 1285 to 1289, it has been
suggested that the allegedly lost expenses werreovn the monies that had been issued by
William Luda, for the wages of workmen at Cheskéwpe, Rhuddlan, Conway, Caernarfon,
Criccieth, Harlech, West Wales and elsewhere, batvidarch 1282 and November 1284The
document quoted is a long one, an entire rotuleisus and dorso, from the pipe roll of 1291 and
copied in part into the chronicle of John OxenedBsankfully though, this is quite legible and @os
study of the original shows that this claim doesstand up. Not because the translation is
inaccurate, but simply because it does not apjedy lthat the workmen were used for castle
building. It is therefore worth printing the reda parts of this document in full. 1t is titled:

The account of Master William Luda, custodian of tle king’s wardrobe, of the receipts
and takings in the expedition of the same king intthe parts of Wales against Llywelyn
ap Gruffydd, then prince of Wales and David his broher, from Sunday 22 March 1282
up to 20 November 1284 and for the beginning partfd 285 by means of the counter roll
of Thomas Gunneys produced through the hands of thgaid Walter Langton after his
death.*®

The mere heading of this document shows the lentgthExchequer went to insuring that their
accounts were correct. Deep in the main part@fitcument comes the sentence:

" The pipe roll of this year records the expendinfr&6, 719% pennies on these men at a rate ofrth2 @er man per day and 3d per day
for their overseers. This suggests a workforcabafut 100 men working all year if they were workangix day week - for which we of
course have no evidence. Further it can be eslsidwn from better surviving figures that there wa@e men at work during the building
seasons - April to November - than during the winte

"8 Taylor, A.J.,The Welsh Castles of Edward | [1986], 66.

 Taylor, A.J.,The Welsh Castles of Edward | [1986], 66.

"10 Compotus Magistri Willelmi de Luda, custodis garderoba regis, de receptis et misisin expedicione eiusdemregisin partibus Wallie
supra Lewelinii filii Griffinii tunc princepes Wallie et David fratrem euis a die dominica in ramis palmarum anno x usgue festum sancti
Edmundi regis anno xiii incipiente et quadam parte annie xiii per contrarotulus Thome Gunneys exhibitii per manus Walteri de Langetoni
dicti sui post mortem suum, pipe roll for 1291, TNA E.372/136, rot 33. Theatiee document was copied in the late thirteentituy and
has been printedhronica Johannis de Oxenedes, [1859], 296-336. The document can also be viewddll at the excellent digital
archive assembled by Robert C. Palmer and ElspeBakner,The Anglo-American Legal Tradition available at aalt.law.uh.edu/aalt.html,
hereafter AALT.



And in advances and wages to various stonecutdargenters, ditchers, woodcutters,
charcoal burners, overseers and their masterdl filneaafore mentioned time at Chester,
Hope, Rhuddlan, Conway, Caernarfon, Criccieth, &tdr] West Wales and diverse locations
in the aforesaid war, £9,414 4s 11d, just as coathin the roll of particulars which the same
Master William delivered to the treasuity.

This sentence does not state that these workmemnemgployed on castle works. Quite the opposite,
it states, by the lack of the wocdstri attached to the place names, that these men \sed:for

other purposes than castle building on the route {€hester around the coast of Wales and
elsewhere during the war. When looking at thi$ ebdocument it is rapidly apparent that the
compilers were quite precise in what they meantagain and again you find reference to ‘work at
xxx castle’ or suchlike. All this Harlech entrytaally says is that this money was spent on the
workers mentioned at diverse locations which inetlideven named places where we know that there
happen to be castles. However where else wouldmam have formed, but at royal camps? The
castles are clearly incidental to the placenantietherefore seems possible that such a force would
more likely have been used for road clearance epdir, upon which we know from other records

that the king was spending much time and effofier&fore the massive sum previously thought to
have been divided amongst these fortresses, ard spposedly unnamed ones, consequently has to
be removed from the pot of castle building futds

Having delved briefly into original records it isecessary to look at what was actually
happening at Harlech rather than at the Edwardiaties in general during the first months after the
conquest of North Wales. Between 17 and 20 Aug®88, King Edward | actually stayed at
Harlech'. It is inconceivable that since June ten ston&arsrand six sawyers could have
constructed a castle at Harlech and it seems mtigely that they would simply have built an
undefended house for the king’s stay in Augustt Wieen the king left on 20 August he left five
household squires of the king’s household remaimrthe garrison at Harleclsoltiferi de hospicio
regis morantes in munciione apud Harlegh). These men were John Cosyn of Grandison, Ebulo
Montibus, John Gayton, John Scaccario and Peterh@bt*. These five squires, with Scaccario
dropping out soon after Christmas 1283, remainezharge of Harlech until the appointment of the
first constable in October 1282 Traditionally these men are said to have unéertahe ‘affairs’
of the castle as well as building it with moneytstyem by the king®.

This immediately begs the question of what these tmiethe garrison at Harlech’ were in
charge of? It has been alleged that from Augu881ihtil October 1284 they undertook the building
of the first castle. These buildings are firstdai be encountered in the documentary evidence
during 1289 when they are described as ‘old waoaksl by implication were in existence by 1285
This scenario obviously needs examining closellye Best way to do this, of course, is to print the
original evidence and then discuss it. The ingmhtence of interest to us occurs between entries
dated 2 October and 11 October 1283, which plagesmtry somewhere between those two dates.

" Etin vadiis et stipendiis diversorum cementariorum, carpentariorum, fossatorum, coupiatorum, carbonariorum, vintenariorum et
eorum magistrorum per totum tempus predictum apud Cestriam, Hope, Rothelan, Conewey, Caernarvan, Crukyn, Hadel., West Wallia, et
aliadiversalocain guerra predicta, £9,414 4s 11d, sicut continetur in rotulo de particulis quemidem Magister Willelmus liberavit in
thesauro.

"2 It should be noted that there are several eritriise account entered for William Luda which ment castle works in Wales. This
again shows how much evidence there still is oettetlthat needs transcribing, translating and phibigsbefore we really have a clear
picture of what was going on in Edwardian Wales.

"3 Itinerary of Edward I, part 1: 1272-90 [List and Index Society, 1974], 103.

"4 The mention of these men at Harlech occur in toeant of John Maydenestan for the king’s army ialé& from 1282 to 1284, TNA,
E.101/4/1.

1% The garrison commanders at Harlech are last meadiin the account of the wages of bannerets, kntd others of 12 and 13
Edward | [1284, 1285], TNA, E.101/4/8.

"6 Taylor, A.J.,The Welsh Castles of Edward | [1986], 66.

17 Taylor, A.J.,The Welsh Castles of Edward | [1986], 69.



And Ralph Scot, squire of the king, and Gaylord Moiin safely taking £100 from Acton
Burnell to Harlech for the works there, for thatode for the expenses of their bodies for six
days going and returning 4s 6d.

Monday, 11 October... Also Gaylord Morlan and Raf@ot, king’s squire, recently taking
£100 fromKymor to Harlech for the works there for the expensetheir bodies for four

days, 3s. And William Marshall for his wages farechackney in carrying £60 from Acton
Burnell to Harlech, 288

It is quite surprising that this sending of £266nfrthe wardrobe to Harlech ‘for the works theres ha
been taken as evidence that the ‘old wallstefis muri) of the castle were constructed then,
especially as there is no mention of castle bugj@ihHarlech, merely of work being carried out.eTh
guestion is what was that work and what would £2&@ built, without a workforce other than the
sixteen men and five squires that we have already? The answer is next to nothing when it is
considered that the real work at Harlech cost sb8y@00 between 1286 and 1289. In other words
finishing Harlech cost more than thirty times thenay that was sent to Harlech between 1283 and
1285.

The nature of the work that was occurring at Hérlstarts to become clear from evidence
contained in a roll of provisions. This stated tnaantities of iron, steel and nails were sentnifro
Chester by William Perton ‘for the works of thedge of Bangor and the castles of Criccieth,
Harlech and Caernarfon’ during 1283 and 1284This consisted of 450 pecks (5.625 tons) of iron
being delivered to Hugh Leominster for the castieSriccieth and Harlech. Another 400 pecks (5
tons) were to be delivered to the two castles tmbde into sixteen sheaves of arrows, while 200
pecks (2¥2 tons) were to be converted into eighasde of steel arrows at Caernarfon. A full twenty
thousand nails of various sorts were sent to alt fidaces, while the castles of Criccieth and Hdrle
received eight barrels full of quarrels for ‘themggon’. Presumably they were divided four to each

This again is most interesting as Harlech and @&fbovere listed together as two
functioning castle garrisons before the end of 1284 by implication much earlier. The document
ends with lances being sent to several castlesinAQriccieth and Harlech castles are mentioned
together and forty lances are sent to them. Cdemée not mentioned as a castle and only eleven
lances are sent there. The similarities betwe@rti@th and Harlech as Welsh castles existing leefor
1283 are again apparent and will remain so untddith’s destruction in the early fifteenth cemntur
There can be little doubt that Harlech was a fiulyctional castle with a garrison before the end of
1284 and by implication this fortress was standutign Otto Grandison arrived there with his troops
at the end of April 1283. Further this deductismtlearly backed up by chronicle evidence.

Not long after [the death of Prince Llywelyn], tkieg... subjugated almost all Wales; vills
and lands, which were in the landlocked middle @fi&¥, distributing them to his own
nobles, but retaining the maritime castles in kg dand; which brought forth great
tranquilly in the following era.

The king of England, with the bridge now completerdssed over with his army into
Snowdonia, all the castles of which, without notafgsistance, were captured and burned.

"18 Et Ranulpho Scoto scutifero regis et Gaylardo de Morlan saluo ducentibus £100 de Actelbur usque Hardelowe ad operaciones ibidem
inde acquietandum pro expensis corporum suorum ad 6 dies eundo et redeundo, 4s 6d.

Die Lune 11 Octobris... Et Gaylardo de Morlan et Ranulpho Scoto scutiferis regis nuper ducentibus £100 de Kymor usque Herdelawe ad
operaciones ibidem pro expensis corporum suorum per iv dies, 3s.... Et Willelmo le Mareschal pro stipendio 1 hakeneii deferentis £60 de
Acton Burnel usque Hardelowe, 2s, E 101/351/9, paras 39 & 40. It is most unlikisigit Kymor was Cymer abbey near Dolgellau as is
stated in Taylor, A.Harlech Castle [CADW, 2007], 6. Cymer abbey was only eleven maevay from Harlech as the crow flies, but
sixteen miles via the coast, in other words onlyr8I2s or an easy day trip there and back on hadebFar more likely the placename
refers to somewhere nearer Shropshire, a day’'swide of Acton Burnel. That Roger Lestrange anddR&pringhose were at Cymer
abbey on 14 and 20 May 1283 is hardly relevantéocatutumn paymentkittere Wallie, preserved in Liber A in the Public Record Office,
ed. J.G. Edwards [Cardiff, 1940], 180.

19 Taken from a roll of provisions and stores for Welsh war, TNA, E 101/4/6.
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Truly the earl of Pembroke took Castell y Bere,akhdnce belong to Prince Llywelyn; and
soon afterwards all of Wales, with all its castlesiuntarily submitted to the king?

This is interesting that the castles of Wales wieoeight by an English monk to have submitted to
Edward after the fall of Castell y Bere. We kndwattDolwyddelan fell on 18 January 1283 and that
Dolbadarn was still in Dafydd’s hands on the fobMay. It would therefore appear likely that this
fortress and those of Caernarfon, Criccieth andddhrfell soon after Castell y Bere on 25 April.
Thus chronicle and royal documentation are in haymo

Further work was noted at King Edward’s other essthich did not take place at Harlech.
Significantly, no brattishing is recorded as be#ngcted at Harlech before operations got underway.
This is in direct contrast to the works at Conw@gernarfon, Beaumaris, Aberystwyth and Buellt.
Similarly wooden enclosures oraustura were built at Rhuddlan and Flint in 1277 as wslba
Conway and Caernarfon in 1283, before building wgwkunderway. At Harlech and Criccieth these
are conspicuously absent. In other words the egelsuggests that there was already a structure of
some description at Harlech in August 1283 whend&dw arrived there and that this was already
masonry. Otherwise why send a handful of stonecsiind sawyers to the site? Why too should
Edward leave five of his squires there if there waly a platform by the seaside with a handful of
tents and shacks on it? Also why would you sesti§260 to the castle, enough for the materials,
but not the labour, to build just one tower? Toeuments do not state that this was for castle
works, merely works. It would therefore seem lagithiat some of the October money was sent to
upgrade the castle after Edward’s visit in Augastwell as to pay the workers and the small garriso
deployed there. Certainly iron, steel and naiisdpsent to the castle works as well as military
equipment for the garrison on the same scale a&tbent to Criccieth castle indicates that Harlech
and Criccieth were in a similar state of defenog @pair in 1283-84.

Other than the suggestions made above, it is resilple to give any definitive answer as to
the purpose of the £260 sent from the Shropshiredoon October, or for the deliveries of iron at
this time. Considering all of this evidence thgi¢al conclusion is that Harlech castle was stagdin
in April 1283. Therefore, as Edward | did not fdurdarlech castle, merely refortify it, we are left
with the basis of the castle being earlier Welsihkwd he first ‘castle’ was probably built in thadn
twelfth century on the site of an ancient llys.e$h are the ‘old walls’ that were found at theleast
1285 and built upon. The idea that such ‘old walsre built in the previous two years is quite
simply at odds with all the surviving evidence.

It is now difficult to decide what the first Harlecastle built by the Welsh princes might
have looked like. The best guess can only be baged what we can see today and the hope that
one day a proper excavation will be undertakerhamdgo misunderstood world heritage site. The
first castle would seem to have consisted of agirtar rectangular enclosure which now forms the
basis of the inner ward. This would have stooduabwenty feet high with battlements and looked
very much like Criccieth castle inner ward curtaow does (Fig.1-3). The main buildings would
probably have lain to the north and west as thetpday and the entrance may have been around
where the gatehouse is today or at the unflanketth emtrance into the inner ward. This castle was
further defended on its northern side by the owtd which currently survives from the north-
eastern bastion to the water gate. This fortraghtrhave dated back to the time of Hywel ab Owain
(d.1170) when a castle was mentioned in this distindeed it could even date to as late as the ti
of Maredudd ap Llywelyn Fawr (bef.1225-1255), thstlof the princes of Meirionydd. It is also
eminently possible that this was the llys descrigedarlech in the tale of Branwen from the
Mabinogion which was certainly recorded before 1260 possibly as early as 1100 in the earliest
forms we have.

Harlech castle, as originally built, seems to haeked flanking and had relatively low
walls. This is probably because the fortress wamiypdefended from the battlements by a spear

"20 Chronica, ascribed to William Rishanger, a monk of S. Albans, ed. H.T. Riley [1865], 103, 104.
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equipped garrison, the main weapon of the soldiEMeirionydd as recorded by Giraldus in the late
twelfth century. The same would be true of theeished Welsh castle which was abandoned to
Otto Grandison in 1283. This fortress, before 12&@&l been substantially upgraded, quite possibly
by Prince Llywelyn ap Gruffydd of Wales (bef.1218}&nd it is possible that he was influenced in
this by what he and his men had seen at Caermafiile in Glamorgan. The Harlech work consisted
of a new great gatehouse which has been describe anost powerful gatehouse built in the
British Isles before Beaumaris. Beaumaris itsel6wimply a larger copy of Harlech and was
supervised by Master James St George, who wasuo$edhe ex constable of Harlech. Instead of
Beaumaris being his military masterpiece, it comm®ss from this view of history as merely an
enhanced copy of Harlech without the rock! Thelétdr gatehouse was flanked by two round
towers which never seem to have progressed abeveeiht of the original curtain wall. At the
same time as this was built, a middle ward wastcoo®d to the north which shadowed the inner
ward in a similar manner to the low ward at CadhphiOf this work at Harlech only the north
gatehouse and north-eastern bastion survive fer duis also possible that these were added to an
earlier middle ward. The southern and easterng@iof the middle ward were probably swept
away when the great ditch was dug in 1285.

The style of this early Harlech castle was typicallelsh. There was no quick entrance for
cavalry. Anyone wanting to reach the hall befdd84Lhad to enter the east gate of the outer ward at
the bottom of the ditch, rise up through the ngikehouse of the middle ward, pass around the main
enceinte to the east and then through the greahgase. All of this had to be done without the
necessity of crossing that most essential of Norimgoorts into Great Britain - the drawbridge.
Pivoting bridges were only added to the path frbmgea in 1286-89. The eastern drawbridges were
only added as late as 1324. To put it quite sifigigg Edward did not build any of his other
fortresses without drawbridges, so why did he atddéa? The answer is obvious, he did not. All
King Edward | actually did was make use of the least the princes of Wales that he found there.

Similarly Rhuddlan and Flint castles, which werdifeed for Edward | between 1278 and
1281, literally bristle with drawbridges and crossboops for an archery based defence. The same
is true of Conway and Caernarfon (1283-86), and Bsaumaris, although here St George copied
Harlech and consequently forgot drawbridges forgneat gatehouses. Harlech castle, alleged in the
twentieth century to have been built by Edward leetw1283 and 1289, has only two possible
archery loops and these were based within the gegahouse gate passageway and in any case
probably date back to the tower’s inception befi#83! The lower loops in the corner towers were
not designed for archery, nor were the embrasuresnalows higher up in the gatehouse. In short
the early castle was designed for defence fromvidivalks - an idea absurd in the age of Edward |
and his crossbow. Such an idea, of course, suits the method ofaneaof the Welsh of
Meirionydd, but not that of the king of England.

In 1285 King Edward, after two visits, began thewrsion of Harlech into an Edwardian
fortress, but all he actually did in 1286-89 wa#dupon the foundations that Prince Llywelyn and
his predecessors had left for him. Even then Hendt materially alter a great deal of the castle’s
design. He raised the walls to make them morestiajand unscalable, but he did not lay on triple
layers of crossbow loops as he did at Rhuddlanfortdied town as he did at Conway and
Caernarfon. His main addition instead were twatarily irrelevant apartment towers with
wonderful views over the coast and a host of gafnes! This was hardly a battle castle of the first
order, but a sea-side residence, made quite diffémeappearance from its old sister castle across
Tremadog bay in Criccieth. Perhaps the greateshshs that Edward failed to make use of his
seaside retreat after 1284.

2 See Remfry, P.MMedieval Battles |, ‘Crossbowmen’, 91-96 for the rate of usagerossbow ammunition by Edward I.

6



Figure 1, Criccieth castle from the north showing the gggehouse in profile with the fifteen foot
high curtain wall running away from it to the wes$tarlech would have looked similar to this until
it was expanded by Edward | immediately after 1286.

Figure 2, Harlech castle from the north, as it might have
appeared in May 1283, soon after the arrival obOtt
Grandison.

Figure 3, Harlech castle from the north as it appears today
after the massive Edwardian rebuilding.
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Finally, in the reign of Edward Il (1307-27), thastle was modified for the last time with the
eastern entrance added and possibly the northeroaghes blocked up. Even with this work
Harlech remained an infantry castle. No cavalmpponent was kept there - cavalry the backbone of
English armies! There are no stables at Harledmanway of getting horses on to the rock. Harlech
began its life as a Welsh infantry castle and necéually progressed beyond that point. The £8,000
refortification of the site by Edward | was no mdéhnen a white elephant. The unreconstructed
Criccieth castle did Edward and his grandchildrest as well, at a fraction of the cost. Castell y
Bere was abandoned after 1295 when it was foube &0 vulnerable to being isolated due to the
lack of a navigable approach. Criccieth was abaed@t some point between 1404 and 1410.
Harlech survived and lived on as the white elepltdmd always been since the days of independent
Meirionydd. As such this isolated but extensivstieafound itself supporting the lost causes of
bygone ages, Dafydd ap Gruffydd in 1283, Owain @Wnin 1409, Henry VI in 1464, Richard Il in
1485 and finally King Charles | in 1649. Even math Harlech was not worth demolishing and so
was allowed to moulder on, almost alone in impexi@é& Meirionydd, still maintained and upheld by
its almost hereditary constables, the Wynns of Gmwyd

In conclusion we are left with the impression ofldah castle, not as a single masterpiece of
King Edward | and his overrated mason, Master JeéBh€3orge, but as a living fortress that was
begun some time in the lost mysterious past oMhabinogion, which evolved through the age of the
princes, maturing into what could have been a grastie of Prince Llywelyn ap Gruffydd. However
that plan was cut short by the collapse of Gwyreaidl Meirionydd in 1283 and Harlech became a
major and largely irrelevant stronghold of King Eai@ | and his descendants, guarding a wild and
impopulous country which not even a military kimkpl Edward 1V could be bothered to conquer due
to its isolation. This is the real Harlech castle.

A Timeline of Harlech Castle based on original docments

Date Lord/Constable Event

1147-70 Hywel ab Owain a castle in Meirionydd

Mar 1188 Gruffydd ap Cynan a new castle, Deudraetitding in Eifionydd

bef. 1200 ‘Mabinogion’ a llys at Harlech
1221 Llywelyn ab a castle built in either Meirionydd or Ardudwy
lorwerth

Apr 1283 Dafydd ap Gruffydd| Harlech briefly occupieylOtto Grandison

Jun 1283 King Edward | 10 stonecutters and 6 savga@rsto Harlech

17-20 Aug | King Edward | Edward | stays at Harlech

1283

20 Aug King Edward | English garrison of Harlech inaugudatender 5

1283 squires

Oct 1283 King Edward | £260 to Harlech for works ther

1283-84 King Edward | Hugh Leominster in charge & tlastle works at
Harlech




\1%

ise

10-23? May | King Edward | Edward I at Harlech

1284

21 Oct 1284 Hugh WIlonkeslowe| formal garrison of 3thrastablished

27-28 Oct | Hugh Wlonkeslowe | Edward | at Harlech

1284

1285 Hugh Wlonkeslowe | great ditch dug for £205

3 Oct 1285 | John Bonvillars new constable

1286 John Bonwvillars £1,500 spent on works with 1,826 of stone

delivered on site

Jan 1286 John Bonwvillars chimney added to gatehouse

Mar 1286 John Bonvillars wheelbarrows bought for veoak Harlech

Mar 1286 John Bonwvillars castle houses roofed witttlevand slates

Apr 1286 John Bonvillars scaffolding bought

Aug 1287 Agnes Bonvillars John Bonwvillars drowned

1286-89 John/Agnes western towers built with garrets
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes prison tower raised 23 feet to the height of the ng
Bonwvillars curtain wall and then a further 147 feet

1286-89 John/Agnes outer ward repaired
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes gatehouse stair turret finished
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes topmost northern window of west wall of gatehot
Bonvillars repaired

1286-89 John/Agnes fireplace & window finished in top south room of
Bonwvillars gatehouse

1286-89 John/Agnes gatehouse and 2 (eastern?) towers roofed in lea
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes west wall of inner ward doubled in thickness
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes new hall, chapel, pantry and kitchen built
Bonwvillars

1286-89 John/Agnes 2 towers towards the sea roofed in lead
Bonwvillars




1286-89 John/Agnes kitchen, hall, chapel and pantry roofed in lead
Bonwvillars
1286-89 John/Agnes wall from the great ditch to the middle gate built?}
Bonwvillars
1286-89 John/Agnes way to the sea with wall built
Bonwvillars
1286-89 John/Agnes south garderobe turret built
Bonwvillars
late 1295 Robert Staundon a wall built from the newer to the sea
1306 Edward Il new bakery built (on site of kitchen?)
1306 Edward Il chapel and bridge beyond the castke rggaired
1308 Edward Il new buttery and pantry built withire threat hall
1321 Edward Il storeroom and cellar mentioned
1323-4 Edward Il east bridge, drawbridges and gatehouilt

Essay extracted and augmented fidarlech Castle and its True Origins(ISBN 1-899376-88-7)
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